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Oriental

Influence

Elsy Melkonian REPORTS

The celebrated Dutch artist Rembrandt was a master of portraiture,
narrative and landscape art. A recent exhibition in Aleppo paid tribute

to the influence of the Orient in his work.

Under the patronage of
Archbishop Peter Mreyati; Head of
the Armenian Catholic Church in
Aleppo, the Consulate of the
Netherlands and the Syndicate
of Fine Arts recently held a
photographic exhibition entitled:
Rembrandt, The Bible and The
Orient. The exhibit was prepared
by Netherland's Honourary Consul
Hussein Al-Mudarris and French
artist Olivier Salmon at the Ararat
Hall in Aleppo from June 8 to 12
and it featured reproductions of
several of Rembrandts works by
local Syrian artists.

Rembrandt Van Rijn was
a Dutch artist who unlike many
of his contemporaries actually
achieved a high level of success
in his lifetime. Nowadays he is
considered one of the greatest
painters in European history. His
work exhibited a variety of themes
based on personal observations
and experiences. As an older
man he led an unsettled life in
Amsterdam and was often forced
for financial reasons to move from
one place to another. Yet this
‘wandering’ also helped to inspire
his work. It was while residing

in the house of his wife's uncle
Henrik Van Uylenburgh that he
first came into contact with the
‘'strange world’ of the Orient.

Van Uylenburgh owned
a collection of oriental objects
d'art - precious stones, textiles,
pottery, Damascene armaments
and portraits of Sultans in
addition to oriental clothing and
accessories. All these objects
served to give Rembrandt the
inspiration to envision places and
figures in his mind and he went
on to depict these details in many
of his works including ‘Sampson
blinded by the Phillistines’ and
‘Suzanne and the Old Men.’

Olivier Salmon, who is
preparing for his PhD on the city
of Aleppo at the Sorbonne, argues
that Rembrandt's encounters with
Oriental art and people in 17th
century Amsterdam means that
Orientalism was alive and well,
even then. “Rembrandt’s paintings
about the Orient show that
Orientalism started in the 17th
century. This movement carried
out..an attempt to rediscover the
Ancient World.”

According to Al-Mudarris,
the exhibition highlights the
enormous impact of the Orient on
western artists: “We wanted to
exhibit Rembrandt's pictures that
were inspired by or featured the
Orient, and to display some of his
waorks which are not so well known
to the public.”
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