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Hussein I. EL-MUDARRIS

The Honorary Consul of Netherlands in Aleppo

Hussein I. El-Mudarris, the successor of his father’s title being the consul of the Netherlands in Syria,

graciously welcomedus and shared with us his lifestory; his academic studies,how he was firstintroduced

into the world of diplomatic relationships, and how he came to be the Dutch consul in Aleppo

Tell us more about yourself, your personal life
in generall

| was born in Aleppo. | have two sisters older than me. | spent
my childhood between Syria and Lebanon up till the Lebanese
war. Both my grand-parents from my mother's side are Syrian;
who lived in Lebanon since the 1940's. My mother is considered
half Lebanese-half Syrian. A large number of my relatives are still
living in Lebanon and one of my sisters is married there.

My teenage years coincided with the Lebanese civil war, which
led me to shift my holidays from Lebanon to Europe.

After high school | studied French literature and | earned a
diplomain translation between French-Arabic.Then | specialized
in History, and | got also a diploma in tourism.

| started my career in the 1980's in Aleppo helping my father, the
Honorary Consul of the Netherlands, in his work, especially in
cultural and commercial matters and at the same time | helped
him to run our agricultural farm. In short, | used to work with my
father simultaneously while | was studying.

| am fond of travels but I've never liked to live away from Syria.
Whenever | had extended visits to foreign countries, | always
made sure to come back to Syria even if it would be for a little
while.

Every place | go to; first thing | have to do is check out all cultural
events in that place. | am huge a fan of art and music. | loved
music my whole life and the only thing | didn't do was not
learning how to play a musical instrument.
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My father is a Harvard graduate. He studied government-
political science; majoring in International Law and International
Relations. My mother graduated from BCW an AUB affiliated
school for women majoring in English Literature.

My father's work was and still is in agriculture growing wheat,
barley and cotton and from this background he developed a
strong relationship with the Netherlands.

Your father was the Honorary Consul of the
Netherlands to Aleppo during the 1980's and
1990's. How did he get there?

| noticed that in order to get to the Honorary
Consul position. you have to have an
economicdl relationship. Is that correct?

Correct.When there is a give and take relationship between two

countries, they always position someone who has connections.

Those connections play the prime role in deciding the eligibility
in choosing an Honorary Consul.

| am the representative of the Dutch cooperation program
(PUM) which allows sending Dutch experts to Syrian companies
- an interesting way to develop the economical cooperation
between Syria and The Netherlands.

When were you chosen to be the
Honorary Consul of The Netherlands to
Aleppo®

4.

| was nominated in 1995 by Her Majesty Queen Beatrix, but the
exequatur from the Syrian government was obtained in 1997.
The first Dutch Consulate in Aleppo opened in 1607 according to
the Dutch Ministry of Foreign Affairs; there will be a celebration
in 2007 for the 400th anniversary.
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Yes,the cultural exchangeis usually handled
by the Honorary Consul himself, and there
are a lot of activities organized in Aleppo.

Tell us more about the performance of the Consulate of The
Netherlands to Aleppo, about the nature of your duties.

The Honorary Consul has a special role to play in promoting trade between the
Netherlands and his consular area. In practice this means responding appropriately
to requests relating to commercial and economic matters from the principal mission,
local companies or perhaps the bilateral Chambers of Commerce and Industry in his
consular area.

Before the Schengen agreement, the consulate of the Netherlands to Aleppo could
issue visas to the Netherlands at the discretion of the Honorary Consul, however, at
present all visa applicants from the mohafasat of Aleppo should present their visa
applications to the Honorary Consul for evaluation and recommendation to the
principal mission.

It is the duty of the Honorary Consul of the Netherlands to protect the interests of
Dutch nationals within their consular districts.

In short the Honorary Consul should be present in any social activities that have to
do with his country of origin and the Netherlands and should take an active role
in promoting understanding between Syria and the Netherlands, especially through
cultural activities: exhibitions, musical plays and other artistic performances.




What are the activities
carried out by the
cultural exchange
program?

The cultural exchange program promotes
Dutch artists who come from The
Netherlands to exhibit their artworks;
whether it be concerts, paintings or
photography, and vice versa with Syrian
artists. There are many activities that
can be done but these are all left to the
discretion of the Embassy in Damascus
and the Consulate to determine which
activities to be sponsored.

Is there a Dutch
8 community here in
L] .
Syria?

Yes there is. The Dutch community is
mainly divided into three categories:
the Dutch experts who work for ICARDA
(Aleppo), the Schell experts (Damascus &
Deir El-Zor) who visit Aleppo frequently,
the Dutch expatriates married to Syrians
and the Syrian nationals married to
Dutch citizens- as you see the community
members are rather diversified; you can
see women of Syrian origin married to
Dutch men,and Dutch women married to
Syrian men.
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| assume that there is a Dutch club, right?

Notin Aleppo, however, there is one in Damascus, that’s mainly because Aleppo doesn’t
have a large number of Dutch people like Damascus.
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No, not yet.I'm single.

haven't found the

Not yet. | have to find someone with
whom | can share the same passions,
someone interested in arts and involved
in the social and intellectual life.

What kincs of ':|\|T|“'

1 2 1 you like tfo do In
. Aleppo, with it being
known to be full of life?

Well, some people might perceive me as a
very serious person; | like staying out late

at night, | like all kinds of activities, but in particular cultural activities. | try to assist
to all cultural events such as conferences, concerts and exhibitions, and | participate
myself by organizing exhibitions, especially about photography.| am a member of the
International Federation of Photographic Art (FIAP) in Switzerland and of the Syrian
Club of Photography.| am a keen supporter of Art.

| also use my free time in promoting two important causes from my point of view:
the protection and valorization of our wonderful historical patrimony in Syria through
several associations like “the Society for the Sake of Aleppa’and the promotion of the
role of women in the society through a new NGO which | participated in its foundation
in Aleppo,“the Syrian Women Society for Science and Technology (SWIS@)"

Rola Al Zoubi
Roula Makki
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